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Again, along with the reforms that are
being undertaken at the Postal Service
itself, this legislation gives them the
financial breathing room they need to
be able to save the post office.

I encourage my colleagues to join me
in supporting this bill. Let’s put the
post office in a position to succeed and
provide those essential services that
small businesses, veterans, and rural
constituents rely on so much.

I appreciate working with my col-
league Senator PETERS on this over
time to find consensus. Both sides had
to make concessions to get to this
point. We have ended up with a good
bill. Let’s pass this bill and ensure that
the post office is healthy for our con-
stituents moving forward.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:44 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. SINEMA).

—————

POSTAL SERVICE REFORM ACT OF
2022—Motion to Proceed—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, as
the Senate process on the Postal Serv-
ice Reform Act is underway, I want to
rise today to highlight the daily im-
pact the U.S. Postal Service has on
folks back home, particularly in rural
Kansas.

Many Americans rely upon the U.S.
Postal Service. When a special occa-
sion arises, they will send a card to a
loved one. And while receiving a letter
or a card, a gift in the mail—instead of
a text message or email these days—
brings lots of people lots of joy and a
connection to people, the U.S. Postal
Service holds a very different role for
so many Kansans living in rural Amer-
ica.

Its services are ingrained in the daily
routines and lifestyles of our rural
communities. Men and women of our
communities gather at the post office.
They see their friends and neighbors
when they go to get their mail at the
mailbox at the post office. Everything
from celebrating birthdays and wed-
dings to supporting the town’s econ-
omy, to even providing lifesaving as-
sistance during a natural disaster or
global pandemic revolves around the
post office.

Rod Holub, former president of the
Kansas State Association of Letter
Carriers, reminded me of a supercell
tornado that hit Manhattan, KS, in
June 2008. There was no electronic
communication available, and the only
reliable way to communicate was the
post office. One of the first people al-
lowed in the affected area was Rod, the
postal carrier.

Kansans living in Manhattan at the
time have told me stories of how Rod
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assured every family that they would
still be able to connect to their mail
service since electronic communica-
tions were down, and it would be a
while before they could be restored. In-
surance claim information and legal
documents were going to be vital in re-
building their lives, and Rod ensured
safe, secure, and timely delivery of
those documents.

Similar situations occurred in the
communities of Reading and Greens-
burg when natural disasters cut off
their access to the local post office.
When natural disasters wreak havoc in
Kansas, a priority in the aftermath is
helping to ensure postal operations re-
sume quickly for Kansans who lost al-
most everything. In both of the cases
of Greensburg and Reading, the Postal
Service worked quickly with the com-
munities to reestablish mail service
and provide a method of communica-
tion to rebuild from the destruction.

It is often a neglected fact that the
U.S. Postal Service letter carriers are
the protective eyes and ears of the
neighborhood, often going the extra
mile to aid a customer in need of as-
sistance. One such story occurred when
a Kansas letter carrier discovered a
customer confined to a wheelchair in
the heat of summer and without air-
conditioning, a fan, or a ramp to get in
and out of their home. The Kansas let-
ter carrier took it upon herself to rally
the neighbors who all provided the cus-
tomer with a window AC unit, a fan,
and had a ramp built.

Much of the benefits of the Postal
Service Reform Act will be halting the
service reductions Kansans have been
subjected to for the past 15 years. Doz-
ens of post offices across the State
have closed and multiple rural proc-
essing facilities in Dodge City, Colby,
Hays, Salina, Topeka, and Fort Scott
were shuttered. Now, if you live in
many parts of Western Kansas or East-
ern or Southeast Kansas, your mail is
processed someplace far away—North
Platte, NE; Amarillo, TX. There are
only two processing facilities that re-
main in our State. The impact of these
closures and consolidations dispropor-
tionately affect rural Kansans in both
service reductions and lost jobs.

Congressional action on the postal
reform legislation will allow the U.S.
Postal Service to continue serving
rural America without fear of immi-
nent service reductions that will fur-
ther isolate rural communities. The so-
lution to the post office’s financial cir-
cumstances can’t simply be elimi-
nating service, reducing service. To en-
sure that the U.S. Postal Service main-
tains its vital services, I urge my col-
leagues to support and vote for the
Postal Service Reform Act.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 3652

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, I rise
today to discuss Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, and in a moment, I am going
to ask unanimous consent to pass some
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legislation which has been Kkicking
around here for a while and is way
overdue.

What we have witnessed over the
past 5 days is a flagrant act of
unprovoked aggression perpetrated by
Russia against Ukraine.

The world we are living in today is
different from the one we lived in last
week. For months, I, along with my
Senate colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, have watched the conflict inch
closer and closer.

The intelligence community provided
accurate and clear information on the
situation, and for this, I commend
them. I also commend them for releas-
ing the vast majority, if not all of the
information they had in an attempt to
deter Putin. That didn’t work. How-
ever, there is no question, we should
have taken action sooner rather than
later, and it is time to do so now in a
much more aggressive fashion.

In preparation for this invasion,
many of my Senate colleagues and I
drafted hard-hitting sanctions and
called repeatedly for more lethal as-
sistance for months. We used all lever-
age at our disposal to pressure the ad-
ministration to take sufficient action,
but despite our actions, our efforts, it
didn’t happen. Certainly, some mili-
tary assistance was provided, but it is
hard not to think that if we had expe-
dited Javelin and Stinger deliveries
last year and let our allies move more
equipment sooner, the Ukrainians
would be making the Russians pay a
much higher price.

Right mnow, Ukraine desperately
needs the support of the international
community. It needs us to sanction
Russia, to punish its government for
this unjustified attack. These Ukrain-
ian heroes need more weapons, armor,
and supplies to fight back the Russian
invaders and preserve the lives of its
population.

The Biden administration was well-
intentioned in pursuit of a diplomatic
resolution for Russia’s aggression, but
the administration was wrong to op-
pose our congressional efforts to im-
pose even tougher sanctions that were
essential to make our deterrence cred-
ible. President Biden made it clear that
maximum economic sanctions would
only come after Putin invaded. The ad-
ministration’s promise that the threat
of sanctions would be enough to deter
Putin was a mistake. Look where we
are now. Diplomacy has failed. The in-
vasion has happened.

While sanctions have now been levied
on Russia, there is still room for more
robust sanctions in order get Putin to
pull back. I have always said I am all
in on all of the above when it comes to
Ukraine and Russia.

I am happy to support legislation
proposed by my Democrat colleagues,
but the Senate must take the lead and
mandate the massive economic sanc-
tions that President Biden and his offi-
cials committed to.

The NYET Act, which I introduced 2
weeks ago with numerous cosponsors,
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